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Actress says disaster could be tied to way China treats Tibetans
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LOS ANGELES - Sharon Stone’s “karma” is having an instant effect on her movie-star status in China.



The 50-year-old actress suggested last week that the devastating May 12 earthquake in China could have been the
result of bad karma over the government’s treatment of Tibet. That prompted the founder of one of China’s biggest
cinema chains to say his company would not show her films in his theaters, according to a story in The Hollywood
Reporter.



“I’m not happy about the way the Chinese are treating the Tibetans because I don’t think anyone should be unkind to
anyone else,” Stone said Thursday during a Cannes Film Festival red-carpet interview with Hong Kong’s Cable
Entertainment News. “And then this earthquake and all this stuff happened, and then I thought, is that karma? When
you’re not nice that the bad things happen to you?”



Ng See-Yuen, founder of the UME Cineplex chain and the chairman of the Federation of Hong Kong Filmmakers, called
Stone’s comments “inappropriate,” adding that actors should not bring personal politics to comments about a natural
disaster that has left five million Chinese homeless, according to the Reporter.



UME has branches in Beijing, Shanghai, Chongqing, Hangzhou and Guangzhou, China’s biggest urban movie markets.



During the brief interview, which has also surfaced on YouTube, Stone also said she cried when she received a letter
from the Tibetan Foundation asking her to help the quake victims.



“They wanted to go and be helpful, and that made me cry,” she said. “It was a big lesson to me that sometimes you have to
learn to put your head down and be of service even to people who aren’t nice to you.”



Stone’s words created a swell of anger on the Internet, including at least one Chinese Web site devoted solely to
disparaging her comments.

An after-hours phone call and email to a representative for Stone were not immediately returned Tuesday night.



“To Sharon Stone’s comment, it’s unlikely that we will respond,” said a woman who answered the phone at the Foreign
Ministry in Beijing. She refused to give her name or position.



According to the Web-based database imdb.com, Stone has at least four movies coming up between now and 2010,
including “Streets of Blood,” “Five Dollars a Day” and “The Year of Getting to Know Us.”





http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/24847807/
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quote:

 "I thought, is that karma? When you’re not nice that the bad things happen to you?”





so how about the 9-11? katrina? and the frequent fires in California?

and tornados hitting several states in America?





Nargis in Burma?, Tsunami in Thailand? landslides in the Philippines? earthquakes in Japan?
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I think we have to be very careful of what we say.. :ohmy: B) 
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Sharon Stone apologises for China quake 'karma' remark





Hollywood star Sharon Stone has apologised for suggesting China's earthquake was bad "karma" for its handling of
Tibet, but Christian Dior on Thursday dropped her from its local ads amid a public uproar. 

The 50-year-old US actress offered to help with relief efforts after the May 12 quake that killed nearly 70,000 people, in
an effort to smooth over tensions sparked by her controversial comments at the Cannes Film Festival last week. 



"My erroneous words and deeds angered and saddened the Chinese people, and I sincerely apologise for this," she said
in a statement issued by Dior China and sent to AFP on Thursday. 



"I'm willing to participate in any earthquake relief activity and to do my utmost to help Chinese people affected by the
disaster," she added. 



But Dior said Stone -- who promotes the French luxury brand's anti-ageing skin-care line, among other products -- would
no longer appear in its ads in China. 



"In light of the negative reaction that Sharon Stone's inappropriate remarks have triggered, Dior China has decided to
immediately cancel and stop any advertisements, marketing campaigns and commercial activities associated with
Sharon Stone," it said. 



Stone -- perhaps best known for her starring role in "Basic Instinct" -- sparked the controversy last week, which has
angered people across China and led to pledges by some cinemas here to boycott her films. 



"I'm not happy about the way the Chinese are treating the Tibetans because I don't think anyone should be unkind to
anyone else," Stone said, according to footage widely available on YouTube. 



"And then all this earthquake and all this stuff happened, and I thought, is that karma -- when you're not nice that the bad
things happen to you?" 





The remarks sparked an uproar in China, where people are in no hurry to forgive her, according to a survey published on
the popular web portal www.qq.com. 



Of the more than 300,000 who had participated in the survey by late Thursday, 70.3 percent said they would "never
forgive" Stone, while 20.5 percent did not accept her apology because "it was not sincere". 



Another 8.7 percent said an apology was useless and it was necessary to observe her actions, while a mere 0.6 percent
said they were satisfied by her apology. 



Before pulling Stone from its ads, Christian Dior's China branch had already distanced itself from her comments. 



"We don't agree with her hasty, unreflecting remarks and we deeply regret them," Dior said in a Chinese-language
statement. 



"Dior was one of the first international brands to enter China and has won the affection and respect of the consuming
public. We absolutely do not support any remark that hurts the Chinese people's feelings. 



"We express our sorrow over the compatriots who lost their lives in the earthquake in Wenchuan, Sichuan, and we
extend our sympathy and condolences to the people in the disaster area." 



Tibet was rocked by unrest in March. According to aides of the Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, 203 Tibetans
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were killed and 1,000 injured in China's subsequent crackdown in the Himalayan region. 



But China says Tibetan "rioters" and "insurgents" killed 21 people, and has accused the Dalai Lama of trying to sabotage
the Beijing Olympics -- a charge he denies. 



On May 12, a massive earthquake struck China's southwest Sichuan province, leaving nearly 88,000 people dead or
missing. 





http://www.breitbart.com/article.php?id=080529114629.g5r494wg&show_article=1
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Sharon Stone not welcome at Shanghai film fest

June 4, 2008, 6:28 AM EST









The backlash in China against Sharon Stone continued Wednesday as the Shanghai International Film Festival said the
American actress was not welcome at this year's event.



The 50-year-old "Basic Instinct" star provoked outrage in China after suggesting the recent earthquake in central Sichuan
province may have been the result of bad "karma" because of Beijing's rule in Tibet.



French fashion house Christian Dior dropped Stone from its Chinese ads after she made the comments in May during a
Cannes Film Festival red-carpet interview.



Stone, who walked the red carpet in Shanghai last year, will not be invited back soon, Shanghai International Film
Festival spokeswoman Tang Bing said Wednesday.



Tang said film festival organizers sent Stone a letter protesting her remarks and demanding an apology.



Stone has said she was "deeply sorry" for causing anguish and anger among Chinese people, and offered to take part in
quake relief efforts.



The Hollywood actress previously impressed festival organizers with her charity work and her appearance last year, and
her comments came as a surprise, Tang said.



"She showed her affinity for the Chinese people and her affinity for Shanghai. She didn't say any bad things," said Tang.



The Shanghai festival is scheduled for June 14-22.



Stone's Hollywood publicist didn't immediately return an after-hours call Wednesday seeking further comment.



Chinese have also lashed out at Western media for allegedly biased coverage of China's crackdown on anti-government
protests in Tibet in March. Beijing says Tibet is historically part of China, but many Tibetans argue the region was
virtually independent for centuries.



Stone's film credits also include "Total Recall," "Sliver," "Casino" and "The Mighty."



The death toll from the May 12 earthquake in China has passed 69,100.



http://www.movies.msn.com/movies/article.aspx?news=317380
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